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    NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF GEOLOGISTS 
Meeting Minutes – April 10, 2003 

Nebraska State Office Building - 301 Centennial Mall South 6th Floor - Lincoln, NE 
 

Board Members 
Terry Thonen, Chairperson, Omaha; Nan Lindsley-Griffin, Vice-Chairperson, Lincoln; Jim Cannia, Secretary, Mitchell;  
David Becker, Omaha, Bonner Bowden, Kearney; Dick Ehrman, Lincoln; Karen Amen Jensen, Public Member, Lincoln;   

 Sandra Weaver, Administrative Assistant, Lincoln. 
 
 
Call to Order 
Thonen called the meeting of the Nebraska Board of Geologists to order at 1:05 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Terry Thonen, Chairperson, Professional Geologists - Omaha 
James Cannia, Secretary, Professional Geologist – Mitchell  
Nan Lindsley-Griffin, Vice-Chairperson, Education Member, Professional Geologist – Lincoln  
David J. Becker, Professional Geologist  – Omaha  
Bonner Bowden, Professional Geologist – Kearney          
Dick Ehrman, Professional Geologist – Lincoln – Entered meeting at 2:30 p.m. 
Karen Amen Jensen, Public Member – Lincoln – Absent 
Sandra Weaver, Administrative Assistant – Lincoln 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Motion made by Lindsley-Griffin to approve the January 9, 2003, board minutes and the January 31, 2003, emergency meeting board 
minutes. Second by Becker. Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay: None.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Officer Report 
Thonen addressed the concern from the previous meeting about insurance coverage for the Board in case of lawsuits.  According to 
Statute 81-8, 230.03, the Risk Manager will set up a risk management fund that covers court costs and litigation involved in the course 
of business (except in the case of willful and wanton misconduct).  Generally the State Claims Act stops most lawsuits. There are no 
insurance policies, but the State statutes do provide defense indemnification when needed. Weaver previously sent out an email to the 
board on January 24, 2003, that included the statute above. 
 
Financial Report 
Weaver provided the Financial Report for the months of January, February, and March 2003. Weaver reported that the conversion of 
the State financial system from NAS to NIS took place in March 2003.   The conversion did not include the budgeted amounts from 
the previous Budget Status Report.  Since the budgeted amounts were set up on the existing Budget Status Report in NAS, there has 
been compliance with the requirements of Section 81-138, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, 1996. Weaver noted that the cash 
balance for March 31, 2002, was $41,414.48 in comparison to the cash balance for March 31, 2003, of $45,118.44.  Motion by Cannia 
to approve the Financial Report as provided by Weaver.  Second by Lindsley-Griffin. Voting aye on the motion: All.  Voting Nay:  
None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Fiscal Year Activity Report 
Weaver provided the Fiscal Year Activity Report from July 1, 2002, through April 10, 2003.  It was reported that there were 254 PG 
renewals and nine unpaid renewals as of April 10, 2003. It was suggested that reminders be sent again in the summer if there are still 
unpaid renewals. The line that listed applicants approved for the ASBOG exams will be omitted and a listing of applicants who have 
been approved but have not taken exams will be added. Motion by Lindsley-Griffin to approve the Fiscal Year Activity Report with 
minor corrections.  Second by Cannia. Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Administrative Assistant Activity Report 
Weaver provided two PG wall certificates for Board signatures.  The Rules and Regulations on the website homepage now has a link 
stating that they are in the approval process.  A sample handbook of Board Policies, Procedures and Information was presented to the 
board for ideas and discussion.  Policies compiled by year, forms, goals and any information pertinent to Board will be added.  When 
finished, a copy will be given to each Board Member and updated as needed. 

 
Committee Reports 

1. Rules and Regulations  - Ehrman asked the Board to decide on how to proceed with the Rules and Regulations. Discussion 
followed.  Motion by Ehrman to remove offending material that caused the rejection and prepare to resubmit the Rules and 
Regulations to the Attorney General’s office, pending Board approval.  Second by Cannia.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  
Voting nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
 



 2

2. Geologist Regulation Act Legislative Changes – Committee of Ehrman, Cannia, Becker, Thonen    
Thonen reported that he had talked to Jim Kearney, and he was interested in helping the Board lobby for changes. The cost 
would be significantly less than other options. Cannia will check with Natural Resources for a sponsor for a bill in the next 
session.  Becker presented a list of members of the Committee on Natural Resources from the web. A decision will be made 
at the next meeting concerning going forward with Jim Kearney.    
 
Action Items:  Committee will identify a contact list concerning the legislative changes. 
Thonen will talk to Jim Kearney, again, confirming his help to lobby for legislative changes to the Geologists Regulation Act. 
 
Cannia identified a potential problem with NRDs using a ground water model for ground water management area definition.  
No Geologists on staff.  Griffin proposed white paper on how to evaluate experience including technician work.  Considered 
strategic approach to deal with this on NRD work – perhaps education of NRD managers.  The benefits to developing 
potential defenses to challenges of decisions if the NRD has a licensed geologist, should be discussed. 

 
New Business 

1. Election of Officers 
Motion by Lindsley-Griffin to elect Ehrman as Vice-Chair.  Second by Cannia. Voting aye on the motion:  Thonen, Lindsley-
Griffin, Cannia, Becker, Bowden.  Abstained:  Ehrman.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion passed.   
 
Motion by Lindsley-Griffin to elect Bowden as Secretary.  Second by Cannia.  Voting aye on the motion:  Thonen, Lindsley-
Griffin, Cannia, Becker, Ehrman.  Abstained:  Bowden.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion passed.  

 
Thonen went on record that next year he does not wish to be Chair.   
 
Motion by Lindsley-Griffin that Thonen continue as chair for another year.  Second by Cannia.  Voting aye on the motion:  
Lindsley-Griffin, Cannia, Becker, Ehrman, Bowden.  Abstained:  Thonen.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion passed.  
 

2. Weaver presented emails concerning Lindsley-Griffin’s term expiration and from Dr. John Shroder, an interested candidate for 
the educational board member.   

 
Motion by Lindsley-Griffin that we endorse the nomination of Dr. John Shroder for educational board member.  Second by 
Becker.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A letter of recommendation was edited by the Board to be mailed to Dr. Dennis Smith, President of the University, to request 
his recommendation of Dr. John Shroder to Governor Johanns for appointment as educational member to the Board of 
Geologists.  
 
Action Item:  Becker will call Dr. Shroder and let him know that the Board unanimously endorsed his nomination and that he 
is invited to the July meeting. 
 
Weaver asked the Board if they would like the minutes to be posted on the website. It was decided that the minutes should be 
posted beginning with those approved at the April meeting. 

  
3. Weaver relayed an invitation from Mr. Charles Nelson, Executive Director of the Board of Engineers and Architects, to a  

joint meeting on July 25, 2003. Since July is the last meeting date to approve applicants for the ASBOG exams, sufficient time 
needs to be allowed on the agenda. The Board decided the end of September was a better time for a joint meeting with the 
Board of Engineers and Architects. A separate date of July 10, 2003, will be planned for the Board of Geologists to approve 
applicants. 

 
Action Item:  Weaver will check with Mr. Nelson to see if a September meeting would work and email the response to the 
Board. 

 
4. An email sent by a PG requesting continuing education was presented to the Board by Weaver.  After discussion, the Board 

concluded that the cost and time element was a factor in not requiring continuing education.  Administration fees would need 
to be raised to cover costs and the Board simply does not have the resources.  This issue should be addressed in the next 
newsletter. 
 
 Action Item:  Thonen will email a response to the PG’s request. 
 
Weaver presented emails concerning compensation/honorariums, etc. for Council of Examiners (COE) and members for board 
discussion.  Motion by Ehrman to direct Cannia to express opinion of Board at COE workshop that arrangement for sending 
members of board stays the same.  Second by Lindsley-Griffin.  Voting aye on the motion:  Thonen, Lindsley-Griffin, Cannia, 
Becker, Ehrman.  Voting Nay:  Bowden.  Motion passed.   
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Meeting notes were emailed to the Board for the State Boards of Geology Administrators meeting in Biloxi, MS, November 8, 
2002. 

 
The Board reviewed the email concerning reciprocity for an applicant who took non-ASBOG exam. The Board discussed the 
policy for reciprocity.  Temporary license discussion will be tabled to the next meeting. 

 
New Applications 
03-004 David M. Miller (NJ) Requesting registration by reciprocity 
03-005 Catherine M. Woehr (MO) Requesting registration by reciprocity 
 
Pending Applications 
03-003 Derek Ryter (NE) – application completion  
02-003 Thomas P. Fox (CO) – request for deactivation of file 
 
Becker exited meeting at 3: 05 p.m.  Entered executive session at 3:10 p.m. 
 
Motion by Lindsley-Griffin to go into executive session at 3:08 p.m.  Second by Ehrman. Voting aye on the motion:  All.   
Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Motion by Lindsley-Griffin to temporarily leave executive session at 4:05 p.m.  Second by Ehrman. Voting aye on the motion:  All. 
Voting Nay: None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
Motion by Lindsley-Griffin to go back into executive session at 4:18 p.m. Second by Ehrman.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting 
Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.   
Motion by Bowden to leave executive session at 4:35 p.m.  Second by Ehman.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Applications were discussed and acted upon. 
  
Old Business 

1. Certificate of Authorization Forms were reviewed.  Approval of the forms will be tabled to the next meeting.   
 

Action Item:  Board is assigned to review and edit the Certificate of Authorization Forms.  Any discussion or editing should 
be carried out by email before the next meeting. 
 

2. Weaver stated that the penalty was not changed from $5.00 a month when the renewal fee was changed to $55.  The Board 
was in consensus that this was an administrative decision and should be carried out accordingly.  

 
Motion by Becker, on behalf of the Board, thanking Lindsley-Griffin for her many years of outstanding service. Lindsley-Griffin 
offered to continue to advise the board as needed as part of the institutional memory.  She stated that she felt it was critical to rotate 
universities connected to the educational member.  Lindsley-Griffin agreed to be the first Emeritus member as requested by the Board.   
 
Adjournment 
Motion by Cannia to adjourn the Board meeting at 4:38 p.m. Second by Lindsley-Griffin. Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting 
Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Next Board Meeting Date for 2003:  
Tentative: July 10, 2003, at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
_________________________________________        
Board Member                                                                 Title   
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