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NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF GEOLOGISTS 
Meeting Minutes - Thursday, April 13, 2006 

Nebraska State Office Building - 301 Centennial Mall South 
Nebraska Board of Geologists Board Room, 6th Floor - Lincoln, Nebraska 

  Phone: 402-471-8383 
 

Board Members 
John (Jack) Shroder, Chairperson, Omaha; Dennis J. Anderson, Vice-Chairperson, Omaha;  

David J. Becker, Secretary, Omaha; Andrew E. Grimm, Public Member, Omaha; Jeffrey S. Johnson, Lincoln;  
Robert S. (Steve) Kemp, Lincoln; Susan Olafsen Lackey, Winside; Nan Lindsley-Griffin, Emeritus Member, Lincoln;  

Sandra Weaver, Administrative Assistant, Lincoln  
 
Call to Order 
In the absence of Shroder, Becker called the meeting of the Nebraska Board of Geologists to order at 1:02 p.m.   
 
Roll Call 
Dr. John (Jack) Shroder, Vice-Chairperson, Educational Member, Professional Geologist – Omaha – Arrived 1:30 p.m. 
David J. Becker, Secretary, Professional Geologist – Omaha  
Dennis J. Anderson, Professional Geologist – Omaha 
Andrew E. Grimm, Public Member – Omaha 
Jeffrey S. Johnson, Professional Geologist – Lincoln 
Robert S. (Steve) Kemp, Professional Geologists – Lincoln 
Susan Olafsen Lackey, Professional Geologist – Winside      
Dr. Nan Lindsley-Griffin, Emeritus Member (Non-Voting), Professional Geologist – Lincoln – Absent 
Sandra Weaver, Administrative Assistant – Lincoln 
 
Guests:  Richard L Ehrman, Lincoln, Past Chairperson (Term expired), DeMaris Johnson, Legislative Liaison (1:15 p.m.),  
Melinda Pearson, Executive Director, Board of Engineers and Architects (2:00 p.m.), Gary Bush, DAS Budget 
Management Analyst 

 
Approval of January 5, 2006, Board Meeting Minutes     
Motion by Anderson to approve the January 5, 2006, Board meeting minutes.   Second by Olafsen Lackey.  Voting aye on 
the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Introduction and Oath of Office of Steve Kemp 
New Board member Steve Kemp signed a constitutional oath of office before a notary that will be filed with the Secretary 
of State. Members introduced themselves and welcomed Mr. Kemp to the Board. 
 
Officer Report  
None 
 
Election of Officers 
It was decided to defer voting for the new chairperson until Shroder arrived at the meeting.  Motion by Olafsen Lackey to 
retain Becker as secretary and appoint Anderson for Vice-Chairperson.  Second by Grimm. Voting aye on the motion:  All.  
Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Shroder entered meeting at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Motion by Anderson to appoint Shroder as Chairperson.  Second by Johnson.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  
None.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Shroder replaced Becker as the presiding officer for the meeting after being elected chairperson. 
 
Financial Report    
The Board reviewed the Financial Report for January 1, 2006, through March 31, 2006.  Motion by Grimm to approve the 
Financial Report as provided.  Second by Becker.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Activity Report 
The Activity Report for July 1, 2005, through March 31, 2006, was submitted by Weaver.  As of January 5, 2006, the roster 
contains 277 licenses current through December 31, 2006.  Four registrants have not renewed their license and seven 
geologist-interns are enrolled. A last renewal reminder will be mailed to those who have not renewed their license.   
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Motion by Olafsen Lackey to approve the activity report.  Second by Kemp.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay: 
None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
It was reported that one non-renewing registrant was retiring.  The Board discussed authorizing the registrant for Emeritus 
status.  Motion by Olafsen Lackey to approve Roger Pabian for Emeritus status, with payment of a lifetime Emeritus fee of 
$25.  Second by Becker.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Action Item:  A letter will be drafted to send to Mr. Pabian to indicate the Board’s action and to emphasize lifetime 
emeritus status with payment of the $25 fee.  
 
Correspondence 
The Board reviewed correspondence concerning the appointment of Kemp.  It was decided to send letters to other 
applicants, thanking them for applying and encouraging them to try again as vacancies become available. 
 
Action Item:  Weaver will work with Shroder to create thank you letters. 
 
Committee Reports 

1. Rules and Regulations – Ehrman   
The Board reviewed Chapter 1, 003.03.  It states, “A new application will be required if the license renewal is not 
paid one year from the license expiration date.”  In the past, the deadline was April 1 of the next year.  The Board 
agreed to change the policy for lapsed licenses.   The Governor’s Policy Research Office has offered to check the 
Rules and Regulations when submitted with the checklist. After their review, the Rules and Regulations need to be 
submitted to the Secretary of State and the Executive Board of the Legislative Council at least 30 days before the 
public hearing.  A hearing could be held at the July meeting if the checklist is finished.  The Board could appoint a 
hearing officer, such as Ehrman or Weaver if the hearing does not coincide with a Board meeting date. 
 
Action Item:  Ehrman will begin work to complete the required checklist. 

 
2. Legislative Changes (LB 1095) 

DeMaris Johnson reported an unusual legislative session, since 20 senators (including Senator Shrock) will be 
leaving since their terms expire.  During the hearing of LB1095, opposition arose from the Nebraska Farm Bureau 
and the Nebraska Cattleman’s Association. Senator Shrock introduced Legislative Resolution 390, for an interim 
study.  Work and discussion will begin over the summer with various groups.  Interim studies will begin around 
September.  Initial discussion has taken place with Senator Hudkins as a possible replacement for Senator Schrock 
to carry the bill.  Ehrman thanked Ms. Johnson for her effort toward striking the exemption.  She expressed 
interest in working with the Board, again.  Ms. Johnson will send a final email summarizing what has taken place. 
 
The Board set up a legislative committee of Johnson, Becker, and Olafsen Lackey.  Olafsen Lackey will help as 
time permits. 
 
DeMaris Johnson left the meeting at 2:06 p.m 

 
 The revised contract with The Johnson Group for legislative aid was reviewed by the Board.  Based on work 

accomplished, the original contract fee was reduced for the year.  Additional work may be required in the next 
legislative session.  There was no further discussion. 

 
3. Two Year Plan for Board Expenditures  

Tabled until next meeting 
 

New Applications  
06-002 Amanda R. Minert (NE) – Requesting GI Enrollment by ASBOG® FG Examination 
06-003 Teyona R. Damon (NE) – Requesting GI Enrollment by ASBOG® FG Examination 
06-004 Lyman T. Anderson (MO) – Requesting Registration by Reciprocity   
06-005 Leslie E. Cole (TX) – Requesting Registration by Reciprocity 
06-006 Herbert E. Fry (TX) – Requesting Registration by Reciprocity 

 
Pending Applications  

None   
 
Executive Session 
Motion by Anderson to go into executive session to discuss license applications at 2:12 p.m.  Second by  Olafsen Lackey.              
Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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Motion by Olafsen Lackey to leave executive session at 2:17 p.m.  Second by Becker.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  
Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Application Action 
Motion by Becker to accept the recommendation of the Board applicant reviewers to approve Lyman Anderson, Leslie 
Cole, and Herbert Fry for registration by reciprocity, approve Amanda Minert to sit for the ASBOG® FG examination to 
obtain GI status and to hold Teyona Damon’s request to sit for the ASBOG® FG examination to obtain GI status until an 
official transcript of undergraduate courses is received and reviewed by the Board.  Second by Olafsen Lackey.  Voting aye 
on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASBOG®  

1. The COE Workshop was attended by Anderson on April 7-8, 2006, in Houston, Texas.  He reported that the blue 
print was changed for the October examination to put less emphasis on hydrology.  The March exam was skewed 
to a percentage of practice as reported in the TAS survey.  Emphasis may be too strong for those geologists not 
practicing hydrology. A report of the March FG & PG test blueprints was distributed.  A suggestion was made to 
note the model law in the newsletter.  The model law would be a good beginning when writing the statutes.  
Anderson emphasized the importance of representation at the Council of Examiners workshops. 

 
2. Implementation of ASBOG® Website Disciplinary Database 

Discussion took place at the 2005 Annual Meeting about including a disciplinary database page on the ASBOG® 
website. It would list hot links for all individual state member boards.  Although the Nebraska Board does not 
presently have an independent link for violations, interest was expressed.  Caution was raised that data be available 
only for individuals found guilty of violations.  Grimm recommended proven violations be distinguished from 
pending violations.  Motion made by Anderson to state interest to ASBOG® subject to distinctions raised.    
Second by Becker.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay.  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

New Business 
1. Renewal of Memorandum of Understanding with Board of Engineers and Architects 

 Melinda Pearson, Executive Director of the Board of Engineers and Architects entered meeting at 1:19 p.m. for 
discussion of the Memorandum of Understanding for calendar year 2006.  The new fee will change from $825 to 
$950 a month, starting January 2006.  Pearson reported that the previous MOU did not adjust capital equipment.  
A new memorandum will be estimated at the end of the year to estimate true expenses.  A possible move to 
another building may raise rent expense.  The move will need to be approved by DAS.  Since the first payment for 
the calendar year was made on the old rate (before the MOU renewal was submitted to the Board), the second 
quarterly payment will reflect the added amount. Concern was raised that the contract was on a calendar year 
instead of the fiscal year. Motion by Grimm to adopt the MOU as proposed except to renegotiate at the end of the 
fiscal year on June 30, 2006.  Second by Olafson Lackey.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Pearson departed the meeting after discussion. 

 
2. State Audit Attestation Report 

The Board reviewed the Attestation Report published of the audit of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2005.  Because 
the Board has one person handling all financial processes, a recommendation was made to implement procedures 
to ensure secure internal controls of receipts.  Weaver reported talking to the auditors about a possible solution and 
writing a draft policy to deal with this issue.  It was also noted in the audit that the State of Nebraska has not been 
able to reconcile between the old financial system (NAS) and the new financial system (NIS).  The issue is the 
responsibility of State Accounting. However, as variances have not been identified by fund or agency, the issue 
could directly affect all Nebraska agencies’ financial information.   
 

a. Policy for Internal Control over Receipts 
Presently, one individual opens the mail, establishes initial control, issues licenses and renewals and 
reconciles financials with NIS and Access, the agency software.  Weaver reported talking to the auditors 
about a possible solution.  A policy for internal control was presented that would ensure all money 
collected is deposited.  Motion by Anderson to approve the policy as submitted.  Second by Kemp.  
Voting aye on the motion.  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
3.    Variances Discussed in Exit Conference Not Listed on Final Report 

Ehrman and Weaver reported issues mentioned in the audit exit.  A documented procedure should be in place for 
the Board to review the fee schedule on a regular basis.   Motion by Grimm to pass a resolution to have Becker to 
draft justification for our fees and cash funds, citing specific known or potential expenses.  Second by Anderson.  
Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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Action item:  Becker to draft justification for fees and cash funds for the July meeting. 
 
A procedure should be in place to be able to deposit checks when the administrative assistant is absent.  According 
to Nebraska law, checks should generally be deposited within three days. With only one person doing all deposits, 
a problem could occur if the administrative assistant is absent over three days. Weaver will work with the 
Executive Director of the Board of Engineers and Architects to have procedures in place to solve this issue.  Late 
fees on renewals should possibly be put into the State common school fund as per State Constitution instead of the 
Geologist’s cash fund.  A recommendation was made to make a determination of the cost of administering 
renewals after December 31 and requesting an Attorney General’s opinion on depositing late fees.  The Geologists 
Regulation Act states civil penalties shall be put in the “permanent school fund” instead of “common school fund” 
as per State Constitution. 
 

4. LB 898 – Changes to Public Meeting Laws 
The purpose of LB 898 is to address many issues of concern raised over the past several years by a number of 
citizens.  Concerns include violations of the Open Meetings and Public Records provisions by a wide variety of 
public agencies.  Weaver described the impact the new bill would have on Board proceedings.  A summary will be 
placed in the next Board meeting packet.   
 

Old Business  
1. Complaint Letter for Unlicensed Practice 

A letter of warning was reviewed by the Board to a company practicing through francises in 22 states.  Four 
surveys were conducted in the State of Nebraska, using a seal from another state. 
 
Action Item:  Weaver will edit the warning letter and mail it out. 
 

2. Ehrman updated the Board on the 2006 Midwest Groundwater Conference.  The date has been changed to 
November 6-9, 2006, and will be held at the Embassy Suites in Lincoln. 

 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
 
Next Board Meeting Dates    
Monday, July 17, 2006, at 1:00 p.m., Nebraska State Office Building – Centennial Mall South, 6th Floor – Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________        
Board Member                                                                 Title 


