
    NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF GEOLOGISTS 
Meeting Minutes – August 5, 2004 

Nebraska State Office Building - 301 Centennial Mall South 6th Floor - Lincoln, Nebraska 
 

Board Members 
Richard L. Ehrman, Chairperson, Lincoln;  John (Jack) Shroder, Vice-Chairperson, Omaha; David J. Becker, Secretary, Omaha;  

Jeffrey S. Johnson, Lincoln; Susan Olafsen Lackey, Winside; Terrance L. Thonen, Omaha; Andrew E. Grimm, Omaha;  
Nan Lindsley-Griffin, Emeritus Member, Lincoln; Sandra Weaver, Administrative Assistant, Lincoln  

 
Oath of Office 
New Board members, Johnson, Olafsen Lackey, and Grimm signed a constitutional oath of office before a notary that will be filed 
with the Secretary of State. 
 
Call to Order 
Ehrman called the meeting of the Nebraska Board of Geologists to order at 1:13 p.m.  New Board members, Johnson, Olafsen Lackey 
and Grimm were welcomed and introduced to the Board.   
 
Roll Call 
Richard L. Ehrman, Chairperson, Professional Geologist – Lincoln 
Dr. John (Jack) Shroder, Vice-Chairperson, Educational Member, Professional Geologist – Omaha 
David J. Becker, Secretary, Professional Geologist – Omaha  
Jeffrey S. Johnson, Professional Geologist – Lincoln 
Susan Olafsen Lackey, Professional Geologist – Winside      
Terrance L. Thonen, Professional Geologist – Omaha - Absent  
Andrew E. Grimm, Public Member – Omaha 
Dr. Nan Lindsley-Griffin, Emeritus Member, Professional Geologist – Lincoln 
Sandra J. Weaver, Administrative Assistant – Lincoln 
 
Guests:  Former Board members, Jensen and Bowden 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Motion by Shroder to approve the April 1, 2004, Board meeting minutes.  Second by Johnson.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  
Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Officer Report 
Ehrman expressed appreciation for the many years of service of former Board members Jensen, Bowden, and Cannia. Plaques and 
appreciation letters were presented to Jensen and Bowden in recognition of their contributions in the development of the Board.  
Cannia was unable to attend the meeting. 
 
Financial Report 
Weaver provided the Financial Report for the months of April, May and June 2004.  A spreadsheet was presented showing the total 
expenditures for fiscal year July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004.  The Board spent less than the total expenditures budgeted for the fiscal 
year, partly due to unused funds set aside for a lobbyist.  Motion by Shroder to approve the Financial Report as provided by Weaver.  
Second by Olafsen Lackey.  Voting aye on the motion: All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Ehrman designated the Board secretary to sign the financial summaries as stated in the “Segregation of Duties Board Policy.”  The 
policy was updated by Weaver to reflect the change from the NAS to the NIS financial system for the State of Nebraska. 
 
Year End Fiscal Activity Report 
Weaver provided the Fiscal Year End Activity Report from July 1, 2003, through June 30, 2004.  It was reported that there are          
currently 263 PG licenses valid until December 31, 2004, and eight unpaid renewals.  Five Geologist Interns are listed on the roster. 
Two Interns are presently applying to take the ASBOG Practical examination (PG).   Motion by Becker to approve the Fiscal Year 
Activity Report as provided by Weaver.  Second by Shroder.  Voting aye on the motion: All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Information Manuals 
Completed handbooks containing Board information, policies, forms, laws and previous newsletters were given to each Board 
member.   The pages will be updated as needed.  A sample of an excel document containing Board dates, subject and summaries of  
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actions that could be sorted by date and subject, was presented by Weaver. The Board authorized Weaver to begin work in creating a 
document for the Board of Geologists as time permits. 
 
Jensen (former board member) exited the meeting at 1:42 p.m. 
 
Committee Reports 
Ehrman reported that board was still operating under general authority under original statutes.  He stressed the importance of adopting 
the Rules and Regulations to enable spelling out the statutes.  The rules and regulations sent to the Attorney General’s office in 2003 
were not approved. The Geologist Regulation Act was amended in the 2004 legislative session by Legislative Bill 890 and was not 
reflected in the rules submitted earlier. Grimm asked if the Attorney General’s office understands the Board has been taking official 
action on applications.  Lindsley-Griffin and Ehrman confirmed that it was.  Concern over the lack of process for appealing a denial of 
registration was also discussed. Ehrman stated that he would talk more about the Rules and Regulations and law change later during 
the meeting.   
 
New Applications  

99-264 Douglas Janulewicz (NE) – (Revised App) Requesting registration by examination 
01-017 Clint Carney (CO) – Intern requesting registration by PG examination 
01-018 Steven Peterson (NE) – Intern requesting registration by PG examination 
04-004 Kevin Hopkins (KS) – Requesting registration by reciprocity 
04-005 James Roberts (NE) – Requesting registration by examination  
04-006 Kathleen Olson (NE) – Requesting registration by examination 
 

Motion by Shroder to go into executive session at 2:11 p.m.  Second by Becker.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Becker to leave executive session at 3:18 p.m.  Second by Shroder. Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Applications Approved 
Motion by Application Screening Subcommittee to approve Douglas Janulewicz to sit for the ASBOG FG exam with a note added to 
his file requiring an update of his application at the time he applies to take the PG exam.   No further discussion.  Voting aye on the 
motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Motion by the Applicant Screening Subcommittee to approve Geologist Intern, Clint Carney, to sit for the ASBOG PG exam. No 
discussion. Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Applicant Screening Subcommittee to approve Geologist Intern, Steven Peterson, to sit for the ASBOG PG exam.  No 
further discussion. Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Motion by Applicant Screening Subcommittee to approve Kevin Hopkins for registration by reciprocity. No further discussion.  
Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Applicant Screening Subcommittee to approve Kathleen Olson to sit for the ASBOG FG & PG exams.  No further 
discussion.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.   
 
Applications Not Approved 
Motion from Applicant Screening Subcommittee to deny James Roberts ASBOG examination on the basis that he does not meet the 
education requirements.  No further discussion.  Voting aye on the motion:  Ehrman, Shroder, Becker, Johnson, Grimm.  Abstain:  
Olafsen Lackey.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Board discussed making a new policy concerning sitting for the ASBOG Practical Examination before five years of experience, if 
the Board meeting or examination date falls shortly before experience requirement met.  Becker moved to modify policy.  Motion not 
seconded.  No amendment to the current policy was made. 
 
ASBOG 
The score reports, for the March 2004 ASBOG exam, were presented to the Board.  All examinees received a passing score. 
 
Weaver reported that an information release concerning the Task Analysis Survey (TAS) was sent to all Nebraska licensees with a 
known e-mail address.  A high response to the survey will assure that the ASBOG examination stays in close relation to actual 
professional practice. 
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New Business 
1. Annual Renewal of Board Emeritus Status of Lindsley-Griffin (7/22/04) 

The Board thanked Lindsley-Griffin for her time spent as Emeritus member and asked if she would be willing to serve again.  
Lindsley-Griffin stated that she had enjoyed working with the Board in the last year although a non-voting member and would 
be willing to accept another term.  Motion by Shroder to renew Lindsley-Griffin’s appointment as Board Emeritus member for 
another year. Second by Becker. Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
Bowden (former Board member) exited meeting at 2:10 p.m.  

 
2. LB890 Implementation to Geologists Regulation Act                    

a.   Ehrman stated that LB890 basically pertained to geologist interns.  The Board still needs to decide how to proceed with 
legislation to address unwanted exemptions. (Nebraska Revised Statute § 85-3541).  The attachment to the “Act” was most 
likely introduced to protect people who would not have to be licensed.  In order to offer to practice as a professional 
geologist, the geologist must be licensed.  Because of a loophole, there is an exception in the law for work submitted to the 
State of Nebraska for approval.   It is unclear to what degree the exemption has affected registration in Nebraska.  The 
Board would like to discuss its concerns with the organization representing the various Natural Resources Districts, and also 
the intent of any bill to amend the licensing law needs to be explained to those interested, to avoid ending up with 
opposition.  The number of licensed consultants in Nebraska should be demonstrated.  

 
     Action Item:  Ehrman, Becker and Shroder will begin making contacts to begin preliminary discussions. 

 
b.   The Board discussed collecting fees from Geologist Interns.  A suggestion was made not to collect a fee, but to send an 

enrollment card and newsletter at the time the fundamentals exam is passed. The card would remain in effect until the intern 
is granted licensure.  Ehrman asked about providing notice to the interns to follow up for professional registration.  Weaver 
noted that the folders are flagged and the interns are contacted when they may have fulfilled the experience requirement.  
Motion by Shroder that a fee not be established for the geologist intern at this time.  Second by Olafsen Lackey.  Voting aye 
on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
Action Item:  Weaver will not collect an enrollment fee or renewal fee and will send enrollment cards and a newsletter to 
each Geologist Intern as they pass the ASBOG fundamentals exam. 

 
c.  Revision of Rules and Regulations  

A letter sent on June 3, 2004, by the Attorney General’s office, listed the reasons the rules and regulations were not 
approved. The Geologists Regulation Act was amended in the 2004 legislative session by Legislative Bill 890.  Since the 
regulations were submitted in December 2003, none of the changes found in LB890 were incorporated into the draft.   
Although, some of the changes discussed in the 2002 letter from the Attorney General’s office were made, several items had 
not been changed.  The Attorney General’s staff is willing to sit down and discuss how to implement the changes 
concerning the geologist interns and other comments in the Geologists Regulation Act, into the Rules and Regulations.  
Leslie Donley, Assistant Attorney General, agreed to do a courtesy review of the Rules and Regulations before they are 
submitted.  Motion by Becker to proceed with revision of Rules and Regulations as per Attorney General’s comments and 
LB890 and to plan a legislative effort to address unwanted exemptions (Nebraska Revised Statute § 85-3541), and when 
appropriate coordinate with the Rules and Regulations.  Second by Shroder.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  
None.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
3. Review and Approve 06/07 Biennial Budget and Narratives 

The 06/07 biennial budget was reviewed by the Board.  Motion by  Shroder to approve the budget as submitted.  Second by       
Grimm.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
4. Final Draft of Retention Schedule 

The Board reviewed the final draft of the retention schedule.  Weaver explained that the older security copies should not be 
kept for an indefinite period.  The schedule was set up to only keep them for a period of one year.  The old information would 
be continually backed up on the newer security backups so no information would be lost.   Motion by  Becker to approve the 
retention schedule as submitted and explained by Weaver.  Second by Johnson.   Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  
None.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
5. Newsletter for 2004    

Ehrman reminded the Board that the newsletter needs to be sent out by November, so the examination application information 
would still be valid for new applicants wanting to take the March exam.  It was suggested that a short biography be published 
for each new member.  A picture could be taken of new members at the next meeting to be put in the newsletter.  Shroder 
offered to submit an article about his recent trip to Kabul, Afghanistan.  Weaver will work on the newsletter and send out  
e-mail reminders for more articles. 
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Action Item:  New Board members will submit information for biography to Weaver for newsletter. 

 
Old Business  

1. Nebrask@ Online Listserv or Message Board on Web Site 
  The Board had discussed having a listserv or message board on the web site to encourage responses concerning the 

implementation of the Certificates of Authorization.  Any action was tabled until more information is obtained.  
 
2. At the April 1, 2004, meeting, it was decided to send a survey to registrants to determine how they and the organizations they 

work for would perceive the use of Certificates of Authorization.  Further action tabled until the next meeting.   
 
3. Action item correspondence mailed since the last meeting was reviewed by the Board. 
 
4.  At the April 1, 2004, meeting, the Board reviewed a letter adjusting the monthly rate for the Memorandum of Understanding 

with the Board of Engineers and Architects from $750 to $700 a month.  The Board expressed hesitancy in reducing the 
contract amount.  The Board asked Ehrman to send a thank you letter to the Board of Engineers and Architects but express that 
$50 would be held per month in the budget in case the Administrative Assistant used more time than anticipated in 2004. 
 
Action Item:  Ehrman will edit the draft letter in the Board Packet for submittal to the Board of Engineers and Architects. 
  

Motion by Becker to adjourn the meeting at 4:56 p.m.  Second by Johnson. Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  
Motion carried unanimously.     
 
Adjournment 
Next Board Meeting Dates for 2004 and 2005:    
Thursday, October 21, 2004, at 1:00 p.m. -  Nebraska State Office Building - 301 Centennial Mall South 6th Floor – Lincoln, Nebraska  
Thursday, January 13, 2005, at 1:00 p.m. - Nebraska State Office Building – 301 Centennial Mall South, 6th Floor – Lincoln, Nebraska  
 
  
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________        
Board Member                                                                 Title  

 


