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NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF GEOLOGISTS 
Meeting Minutes - Thursday, January 5, 2006 

Nebraska State Office Building - 301 Centennial Mall South 
Nebraska Board of Geologists Board Room, 6th Floor - Lincoln, Nebraska 

  Phone: 402-471-8383 
 

Board Members 
Richard L. Ehrman, Chairperson, Lincoln; John (Jack) Shroder, Vice-Chairperson, Omaha; David J. Becker, Secretary, 

Omaha; Dennis J. Anderson, Omaha; Andrew E. Grimm, Public Member, Omaha; Jeffrey S. Johnson, Lincoln;  
Susan Olafsen Lackey, Winside; Nan Lindsley-Griffin, Emeritus Member, Lincoln;  

Sandra Weaver, Administrative Assistant, Lincoln  
 
Call to Order 
Chairperson Ehrman called the meeting of the Nebraska Board of Geologists to order at 1:21 p.m.  
 
Roll Call 
Richard L. Ehrman, Chairperson, Professional Geologist – Lincoln  
Dr. John (Jack) Shroder, Vice-Chairperson, Educational Member, Professional Geologist – Omaha 
David J. Becker, Secretary, Professional Geologist – Omaha  
Dennis J. Anderson, Professional Geologist – Omaha 
Andrew E. Grimm, Public Member – Omaha 
Jeffrey S. Johnson, Professional Geologist – Lincoln 
Susan Olafsen Lackey, Professional Geologist – Winside      
Dr. Nan Lindsley-Griffin, Emeritus Member (Non-Voting), Professional Geologist – Lincoln 
Sandra J. Weaver, Administrative Assistant – Lincoln 
 
Guests:  Duane Eversoll, Registered Nebraska Geologist and Immediate Past President of ASBOG®  

Gary Bush, Budget Management Analyst 
DeMaris Johnson, Legislative Liaison 
Charles G. Nelson, Former Executive Director, Board of Engineers and Architects 
Melinda E. Pearson, Executive Director, Board of Engineers and Architects 
 

Introduction of Legislative Liaison and Update of Legislative Work 
The Board’s new legislative liaison, DeMaris Johnson, was introduced by Chairperson Ehrman.  Her past experience 
includes eight years with the Nebraska Legislature and Governor Ben Nelson’s staff from 1991 to 1997. 
 
Ms. Johnson summarized initial efforts to strike the exemption in Nebr. Rev. Stat. § 81-3541 (l). A copy of legislation 
drafted by Senator Shrock’s office was submitted to the Board.  The Petroleum Marketers and the Farm Bureau have 
contacted the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ).  Ms. Johnson reported the Cattlemen’s Association 
interest in meeting with Board members in the next week. Copies of the original LB 1161 testimony were provided to 
interested parties, who may also want to attend.  Vague memories of the added exemption were expressed.  Possible 
exemptions were discussed for groups that may oppose the law change.  The draft bill could be modified next week by Jody 
Gittens based on the meeting. The hearing will proceed as planned to allow people to testify.  If a strong reaction occurs, 
the language may have to be rewritten.  The bill will most likely be attached to another bill or it will go on the Consent 
Calendar if there are no amendments or objections.  Ms. Johnson stated that she would work with committee members to 
determine what bill would be the best option.  She will keep the Board posted.  
 
Because of other commitments, Ms. Johnson left the meeting after her report. 
 
Introduction of Gary Bush, Budget Management Analyst 
Gary Bush, the Board’s new Budget Management Analyst, of the DAS Budget Division, was introduced.  He replaces Joe 
Wilcox, who was assigned to other agencies.  Mr. Bush indicated that he was attending the meeting to observe and to learn 
more about the Board. 
 
Introduction of Board of Engineers and Architects New Executive Director and Recognition of Former Director 
Executive Director Melinda Pearson and Charles Nelson, former Executive Director, of the Board of Engineers and 
Architects were welcomed.  Chairperson Ehrman stated the agreement for shared services was appreciated and instrumental 
in the Board’s success and expressed the Board’s desire to continue the relationship.  Charles Nelson, former executive 
director of the Board of Engineers and Architects, was presented a plaque/clock in recognition of many years of wise 
counsel and cooperation with the Board of Geologists.  
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Approval of October 21, 2005, Board Meeting Minutes     
Motion by Anderson to approve the October 21, 2005, Board meeting minutes.  Second by Olafsen Lackey.  Voting aye on 
the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Officer Report  
Board Chairperson Ehrman stated that his report would be covered under individual agenda items.  
 
Financial Report    
The Board reviewed the Financial Report for October 1, 2005, through December 31, 2005.  Weaver noted that the budget 
deficit request had been submitted in October 2005 and the Board would be contacted by the fiscal analyst to report 
whether the request would be attached to the Governor’s legislative bill. 
 
Activity Report 
The Activity Report for July 1, 2005, through January 5, 2006, was submitted by Weaver.  As of January 5, 2006, the roster 
contains 256 licenses that are current through December 31, 2006.  Twenty registrants have not yet renewed and seven 
geologist-interns are enrolled.  
 
Motion by Johnson to approve the Financial Report and Fiscal Year Activity Report as provided.  Second by Shroder.        
Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
Approved Service Award Policy 
The Board reviewed the revised recognition program plan approved by Mike McCrory, director of DAS State Personnel.  
The plan was revised so the Board could recognize any person that made significant contributions to the success of the 
Board.  Previously, only Board members were included.  The policy will be added to the member handbooks. 
 
Meeting Break - 2:50 p.m. to 2:57 p.m.   
         
Committee Reports 

1. Rules and Regulations – Ehrman    
Ehrman reported several discussions with Lesley Donley concerning the Rules and Regulations and the conflict of 
interest section.  Grimm presented another revision for consideration but suggested not using it, since the latest 
changes were satisfactory to the AG’s office.  Other minor changes were discussed.  Weaver added statutory 
authority in the Numerical Table of Contents and Ehrman will also check the NDEQ regulations for formatting.  
He also noted adding the definition for Geologist-interns on page 1-2, deleting a line in the fee table, removing 
geologist-interns from the roster listing (they are not listed as part of the roster in the statutes), and adding 
organizations to the renewal procedures on page 3-6. 

 
Motion by Becker to approve the Rules and Regulations for submission to the Attorney General’s Office for a 
courtesy review, subject to minor changes in the table of contents.  Second by Olafsen Lackey.  Voting aye on the 
motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.   

 
2. Legislative Aid Selection Committee – Shroder, Johnson 

Johnson reported that five candidates were interviewed on December 7-8, 2006, for assistance with the effort to 
repeal an exemption in Rev. Stat. § 81-3541 (l) and work with the Board in other matters of legislative interest.  
The same criteria were used to interview each candidate and the Committee determined that all of the candidates 
were well qualified.  After a lengthy discussion, DeMaris Johnson, d/b/a The Johnson Group, was selected by the 
Committee.  Ms. Johnson is a representative of the Nebraska Water Resources Association as well as other 
companies.  She is housed with other well known lobbyists.   

 
New Applications  

05-022 Matthew J. Rhoades (CO) – Requesting Registration by Reciprocity 
05-023 Jeffrey D. Swanson (KS) – Requesting Registration by Reciprocity   
05-024 C. Kirk Fraser (NE) – Requesting Registration by Reciprocity 
05-025 Jesse R. Bradley (NE) – Requesting GI Enrollment by ASBOG® FG Examination 
05-026 Randal C. Dyer (WA) – Requesting Registration by Reciprocity 
06-001 James J. Luepke (MO) – Requesting Registration by Reciprocity 

 
Pending Applications 

None   
 

Motion by Shroder to go into executive session to discuss applicants at 3:54 p.m.  Second by Anderson.  Voting aye on the 
motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
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Motion by Becker to leave executive session at 3:58 p.m.  Second by Olafsen Lackey.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  
Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Application Action 
Motion by Anderson to accept the recommendation of the Board applicant reviewers to approve Matthew Rhoades, Jeffrey 
Swanson, C. Kirk Fraser, Randal Dyer and James Luepke for registration by reciprocity and to approve Jesse Bradley to sit 
for the ASBOG® FG examination to obtain GI status contingent on receiving an official UNO transcript.  Second by 
Shroder.  Voting aye on the motion:  All.  Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A question was raised about an applicant who filed an application in Nebraska to sit for examination but was turned down 
because of education requirements.  The applicant successfully completed the ASBOG® examinations in Kansas and was 
interested in applying for licensure in Nebraska through reciprocity.  The Board concurred that if the person had 
successfully passed the ASBOG® exams and had a license in good standing in another state that a transcript would probably 
not be required.  
 
ASBOG®  

1. ASBOG® 2005 Annual Meeting & COE Report 
Olafsen Lackey distributed a summary report of the annual meeting.  The number of questions on the FG 
examination increased by 30 questions to 130 and the PG examination increased from 80 to 100 questions.  Only 
8% of the FG and 10% of the PG examinees used the full four hours.  Many negative comments were made by PG 
examinees, relating to the number of environmental and hydrogeological questions.  This will be addressed in the 
next examination.  Many colleges use the FG examination as an exit exam.  The Board was supportive of the use 
of the ASBOG® FG examination as a required exit examination.  The Mississippi delegate proposed that the cost 
of the exams be reduced back to $125 for students that are required to take the test as an exit exam.  Olafsen 
Lackey reported that she had voted against the motion because it was not “across the board.”  Some students 
would be taking the exam because it was in their best interest although not required.  The motion did not pass.   It 
was brought up at the meeting that a NWS website at http://www.findwellwater.com/usmap.asp is showing 
practice through franchises in 22 states.  This includes 12 ASBOG® member states.  Almost all of their work is not 
signed or stamped by a registered geologist in the respective states.  It was discovered that the company’s website 
shows that the company has performed surveyed sites in Nebraska.  Dr. Wightman was listed as the contact for the 
company and is registered as a geophysicist in California.  Chairperson Ehrman tabled the issue for later 
discussion under ASBOG® correspondence.  A vote to increase member dues and examination fees and to choose 
locations at hub airports to fund the Council of Examiners and TAS Committee Members was passed and was 
referred back to the Executive Committee.  Olafsen Lackey stated the two day Council of Examiners (COE) 
workshop was impressive as well as educational and it would be advantageous to have the Board represented at 
the meetings.   
 
Duane Eversoll reported that ASBOG® had discussed funding for COEs to ensure that all states could afford to 
send a representative.  Establishing a foundation to help defray the cost would be a possible solution.  Lisa Hosey, 
of Missouri, was selected as President of ASBOG®.  New York, New Jersey, Hawaii, Louisiana and Oklahoma are 
considering registration.  ASBOG® is now an affiliated member of the Geological Society of America and has a 
new Model Law.  Eversoll also noted that ASBOG® may seek the Board’s thoughts on various issues, including 
penalties for ethical violations and alternate locations for test administration for applicants as well as strategic 
planning for ASBOG® five to seven years from now.  Because of the sunset law, Illinois and Arizona are being 
looked at for new Boards.  Two new affiliates are the AASG and the GSA. Executive Director Sam Christiano’s 
email address is ASBOG@ASBOG.org. Eversoll commented that although partly retired, he is committed to 
ASBOG®, which has been the best learning experience outside of a college education.  He will try to attend the 
COE Workshop April 7-8, 2006, in Houston, Texas.   

.   
Eversoll departed the meeting at 3:43 p.m.  

 
2. The ASBOG® COE Workshop will be held April 7-8, 2006, in Houston, TX.  Anderson volunteered to represent 

the Board.  Motion by Olafsen Lackey to appoint Dennis Anderson to attend the workshop.  Second by Shroder.  
Voting aye on the motion.  All.  Voting Nay: None.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 
Action Item:  Weaver will forward information about the workshop to Anderson as it is received.  
 

3. ASBOG® Correspondence   
The Board discussed issuing an enforcement warning against National Water Surveying (NWS) as discussed at the 
ASBOG® annual meeting.   Motion by Becker to authorize Chairperson Ehrman to draft a letter to NWS and the  
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individual listed as a contact for Nebraska to remind them that such work requires registration.  Second by 
Shroder.  Voting aye on the motion.  All.  Voting Nay: None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Action Item:  Ehrman will draft a warning letter to be sent to NWS.  Copies will be mailed to the Oregon State 
Board of Geologist Examiners and to ASBOG®. 
 

4. The Board reviewed the October 2005 ASBOG® Examination results.   
 

New Business 
None    

 
Old Business  

1. An initial contract was received from DeMaris Johnson for legislative aid.  Wording was edited with assistance 
from Johnson and Grimm to reflect the possibility of not receiving deficit funding authorization to pay the $20,000 
in quarterly installments during the calendar year. There was some discussion concerning authority in committing 
State funds in a contract.  Mr. Bush clarified that the current biennium budget goes through June 2007.  
Appropriations could be requested to cover obligations in the next biennium budget.  Motion by Shroder to 
approve the legislative aid contract with DeMaris Johnson.  Second by Johnson. Voting aye on the motion.  All.  
Voting Nay: None.  Motion carried unanimously.   When asked about fees for legislative monitoring in other 
years, Ms. Johnson stated a retainer of $5,000 would be required in the future. 
 
Acceptable changes to the bill and authorization for the committee to make changes to expedite the bill were 
discussed.  Mr. Bush asked what the Board intended to put in the fiscal impact statement.  He suggested noting the 
potential on registrant numbers.  A note could be added to the fiscal statement expressing concerns in legislation.  
Positive as well as negative aspects should be listed.  Passage of the bill could protect state finances as well as 
health, safety and welfare. If geologists are not being licensed, the Board would lose its funding.  
 
Motion by Becker to authorize the Legislative Committee to negotiate the language necessary to facilitate the 
passage of the bill without impeding the ability of the Board to enforce the clear practice of geology.  Second by 
Olafsen Lackey.  Voting aye on the motion.  All.  Voting Nay: None.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Action Item:   Johnson and Ehrman will meet with DeMaris Johnson in the next week and will let everyone know 
the time and place.  Anyone that is interested is welcome to attend. 
 

2. Ehrman reminded the Board that his term will expire February, 28, 2006, but he would be willing to stay until 
replaced by a new member.  He offered to help with the transition at the April Board meeting.  
 

3.    The Midwest Groundwater Conference will be in October 2006 in Lincoln and Ehrman announced he would still 
be requesting sponsorship even if he is no longer a member of the Board.       

 
Adjournment 
Motion by Olafsen Lackey to adjourn the meeting at 4:04 p.m.  Second by Johnson.   Voting aye on the motion.  All.  
Voting Nay:  None.  Motion carried unanimously.  
 
Next Board Meeting Dates    
Thursday, April 13, 2006, at 1:00 p.m., Nebraska State Office Building – Centennial Mall South, 6th Floor – Lincoln, 
Nebraska. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________        
Board Member                                                                 Title 


