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CALL TO ORDER 
 The meeting was held at 215 Centennial Mall S, 5th Floor, Large Conference Room, Lincoln, NE.  

Chairperson Shroder called the meeting to order at 1:04pm and informed the public of the location of 
the Open Meeting Act. 

 Roll Call: Dennis Anderson, Thomas Correll, Andrew Grimm, Ralph Martin, Martha (Marty) Link, 
John (Jack) Shroder, David Svingen, Emeritus Member Nan Lindsley-Griffin (non-voting) 

 Staff Present:  Melinda Pearson, Executive Director (ED); Sandra Weaver, Administrator; Jon 
Wilbeck, Compliance Officer (CO); Jean Lais, Administrative Assistant (AA) 

 

Public Comments 
 DeMaris Johnson, The Johnson Group - Public comment on F.1.d Legislative Items 
 

Agenda Items 
  No corrections were made 
 
A Consent Agenda 
 1  Meeting Minutes 
  a October 29, 2009 meeting minutes 
 2 a Organizational Practice – Certificate of Authorizations 
   MWH Americas Inc, CAG0050 
 

 Action: Motion by Anderson, second by Martin to approve the Consent Agenda.  Voting Yes, Correll, 
Grimm, Martin, Anderson, Svingen, Link, Shroder.  Voting No: None. 

 
ED Pearson and Administrator Weaver joined the meeting at 1:20pm 
 

B Financial Reports/Matters 
 1 a Budget Status Report – October, November, December 2009 
   NIS reports provided for review 
 2 a MTD General Ledger Detail – October, November, December 2009 
   NIS reports provided for review 
 3 a Fund Summary Report – October, November, December 2009 
   NIS reports provided for review 
 4 a Financial Profile Report – October, November, December 2009 
   NIS reports provided for review – Administrator Weaver explained the December chart shows the 

reduction of $4,955 as required by LB 1 re-appropriation.  In addition, $812 will be transferred out 
of the cash fund into the state’s general fund on June 15, 2010. 

 5 a Fiscal Activity Report – FY 09/10 
   Trends in Licensure – FY 09/10 
   Database reports provided for review. 
 6  Other Financial Matters 
  a DAS Revised Travel Policy Memo 

A memo was received from the State Accounting Division announcing the mileage rate change 
from $0.55 to $0.50 for 2010. Section 81-1176 authorizes Administrative Services to set the 
mileage rate to be used in reimbursing State employees for personal vehicles when conducting 
State business. 

   Revised Travel Policy 
   A revised travel Policy provide for review with the adjusted mileage as per the DAS Accounting 

memo. 
  b Governor’s budget recommendation letter 

 A copy of the November 2, 2009, Governor's budget recommendation letter to the legislature was 
provided for review.  The recommendations include an across the board budget reduction of 2.5% 
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for the remainder of FY09/10 and a 5% reduction for FY10/11, $154 million specific budget 
reductions, $65 million reductions to General Fund re-appropriations (carryover from FY08/09), 
and transfers to the General Fund including across-the-board reductions in cash fund spending 
and other specific funds. 

   Governor’s budget recommendation 
A copy of the Governor's proposed budget recommendations provided for review. The 
recommendations for the Board include a reduction in the FY09/10 appropriations of $812, a 
reduction of $1,650 in the FY10/11 appropriations, and a transfer from the cash fund to the general 
fund of $812. 

   Board response letter to Governor’s budget recommendation 
A copy of the board's response to the Governor's proposed budget stating the Board supports the 
cuts proposed by the Governor. 

   Appropriation Committee’s budget recommendation to the Governor 
A copy of the Appropriations' Committee's budget recommendations to the Governor was provided 
for review 

   DAS memo informing agency appropriations have been adjusted according to the budget 
reductions as passed by the Legislature 
A memo from State Accounting was provided advising agencies the appropriations have been 
updated to reflect the budget reductions passed on November 20, 2009. 

   Appropriations Committee Memo requesting actions to be taken to implement LB1 
   Section 10 of LB 1 of the 101st Legislature, First Special Session, 2009, calls for each state 

agency to submit a report on or before January 15, 2010, to the Appropriations Committee of the 
Legislature detailing specific actions and plans to implement budget actions pursuant to Legislative 
Bill 1, 2 & 3. Administrator Weaver stated an extension was requested and given until February 5, 
2010 to allow NEBOG to discuss the issue and develop an action plan to meet upcoming MOU 
increases. ED Pearson requested the board to provide her and Administrator Weaver with a plan 
as soon as possible. 

   Budget Plan Adjustment Spreadsheet 
   A spreadsheet was provided showing the adjustments in appropriation as implemented by the 

Legislature in LB 1. 
7  Contract Review and Approval 
 a Revised MOU Cost Analysis from the NBEA Allied Board Committee 
  A copy of the letter from the NBEA Allied Board Committee with a revised proposed agreement 

was provided for review. ED Pearson explained the history of the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) for the new board members.  A new proposal was drawn up and approved based on 
discussions between David Svingen, Board of Geologist, (NEBOG) and Dale Sall, Chair – Allied 
Board Committee (the Committee), Board of Engineers and Architects (NBEA).  The NBEA 
acknowledges there will be a hardship starting with the next fiscal year.  ED Pearson explained 
appropriations would be reduced by $1,650 for FY 10/11.  This would not be an issue if the cost of 
the MOU was not increasing.  The NBEA may be willing to temporarily reduce the MOU in the next 
fiscal year to allow NEBOG to operate within their appropriated operating expenses. An action plan 
will be required to accommodate the MOU increase in future years.  The Committee has requested 
a response no later than February 2, 2010. 

  Svingen summarized his meeting with Sall confirming the details explained by ED Pearson.  He 
reiterated the NBEA’s willingness to consider an alternative proposal.  He stated he had contacted 
the Land Surveyors Board and they have no interest in working with another board.  Svingen 
spoke with the State Board of Landscape Architects (NSLBA) and they were not in a position to 
make a commitment as of yet.  Although he believes a weighted average for hourly rate 
calculations is more logical, NBEA has continued to use an average hourly rate calculation.  The 
Committee questioned if NBEA would be willing to allow NEBOG to join with their board. At this 
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time, NBEA has not agreed. Concern was raised that NEBOG would have no say in the hiring of 
additional staff or raising the cost of future MOUs. 

 
  There are a number of directions NEBOG could take. NBEA recommended NEBOG combine with 

the NSBLA and/or other professionals seeking licensure.  This would reduce the number of 
meetings held and lower operating costs. 

  Lindsley-Griffin stated the primary function of the NEBOG is education. An advantage of staying 
independent is to ensure professional geologists are sent to national committees.  ED Pearson 
reminded the board that a minimum of three people are required for the handling of receipts and 
expenditures.  NEBOG must be able to function under this requirement. She suggested the 
executive director be named as the administrator of the agreement instead of the NBEA.  This 
would help lower costs and the executive director could still delegate work to staff.  

  A question was asked if a deficit budget request could be used to fill the shortfall in appropriated 
expenses since it was too late to raise fees.  ED Pearson replied that legislation reducing state 
expenditures, it would be difficult to get approval. 

  Lindsley-Griffin was asked about discussions held with the University. She indicated they are 
willing to work with the board in coming up with a solution.  Lindsley-Griffin and Chairperson 
Shroder met with the university attorney and they are willing to move forward in discussions. Link 
raised concern over some programs running on soft monies and the risk of money running out or 
programs being discontinued down the line. 

  The board’s function needs to be addressed. Staff and administrative services are currently 
provided by NBEA.  The board needs to seriously look at other options and the costs involved. 

  Correll stated the issue at hand is submitting a temporary plan to the NBEA for remaining solvent 
in the future.  Without a plan, all NBEA administrative services will stop as of July 1, 2010.  If the 
NEBOG decides to join with another board, a proposal would need to be submitted to NBEA by 
October/ November 2010 so work can begin on legislative changes. NBEA would assist with 
current staff. 

  Svingen will set up a meeting with the NSBLA to discuss options including willingness to move 
either with or independently to the university. Svingen and Link will work on language of the action 
plan to include possible options of moving to a University of Nebraska program or department, 
combining with the NSBLA, or combining with the NBEA.  The plan will include a request to 
temporarily reduce the FY 10/11 MOU and outline the directions the board plans to take for future 
years. 

     

 Action: Motion by Correll, second by Anderson to the financial matters as presented and discussed.  
Voting Yes: Correll, Grimm, Martin, Anderson, Svingen, Link, Shroder.  Voting No:  None 

 

ED Pearson and Administrator Weaver left the meeting at 2:15pm 
 
C Applications 
 1 a Application Overview Sheet with licensing requirements and checklist 
   Forms provided 
2   Licensure/Examination 
  a Applications for Licensure by Reciprocity 
   Approved:  Kirk R. Johnson, NE; Michael James King, WA; Robert M. Rothman, NE 
 

  b Applications for Licensure Reinstatement – None at this time 
 

  c Applications for Geologist-Intern by ASBOG FG Exam 
   Approved: Anthony Keber, NE 
 

  d Applications for Licensure by FG/PG ASBOG Exams 
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   Approved: Brian P. Fetting, NE; Mark T. Gutchewsky, NE 
  e Applications for Licensure by PG ASBOG Exam 
   Approved: Leo J. Tegels, NE 
 

 3 a Appeals 
   Gene George, WY – Lindsley-Griffin stated the board must make a decision based on statute; 

therefore, the applicant will need to take exams to become licensed in Nebraska. The board 
upheld its decision from the October 29, 2009, meeting. 

 

 Action: Motion by Anderson, second by Link to accept recommendations on applications as discussed.  
Voting Yes: Correll, Anderson, Grimm, Martin, Svingen, Link, Shroder.  Voting No: None. 

 
CO Wilbeck joined the meeting at 2:35pm 
 

D Compliance Cases 
 1 a Logs - None at this time 
 2  New Cases 
  a 10.01 
   Pending a review by the Attorney General’s office, CO Wilbeck will send notice of renewal denial.  

A copy of any action will also be sent to the Wyoming board. 
 

 Action: Motion by Grimm, second by Anderson to reject renewal on case 10.01, pending review of the 
Attorney General.  Voting Yes:  Correll, Grimm, Martin, Anderson, Svingen, Link, Shroder.  Voting 
No: None. 

   

 3  Pending Cases 
  a 09.01 
   CO Wilbeck to follow up with respondent to hire a licensed geologist or take the ASBOG exams 

himself.   
 4 a Case Recommendations – None at this time 

 5  Compliance Issues 
  a Sample disclosure questions for Renewals 
   This item was tabled until the next meeting pending review of the Attorney General 
 

CO Wilbeck left the meeting at 3:00pm 
 
E General Information/Committee Reports 
 1  Meeting Schedules/Rosters 
  a Board Meeting Schedule 
   2010-2011 calendar was provided for review 
  b Roster of Board Members – Note 2010 Term Expirations 
  c Notice of upcoming commission vacancies 
   Anderson informed the board he will seek reappointment and will submit a request for 

reappointment to the Governor’s office. 
 2  Committee Reports 
  a Officers Report – None at this time 
 3  ASBOG 
  a ASBOG Exam Score Reports 
   A copy of the October 2009 exam scores were provided  
 4 a Office/Staff 
   ED Pearson announced her resignation as executive director of the NBEA.  The board will be 

appointing an interim director.  Dale Sall, Chair of the Allied Committee, will not be reappointed to 
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a new term.  His current term expires February 28, 2010.  A new board member will be appointed 
and his/her first meeting will be February or March. 

 
F New Business 
 1  Governance Issues 
  a Board Actions 
   Board Action Summary provided 
  b Rules and Regulations – None at this time 
  c Statutes – None at this time 
  d Legislative Items 
   DeMaris Johnson, The Johnson Group, reported LB 793 was introduced to the Legislature on 

January 7, 2010.  The bill would prohibit fund transfers and appropriations without specific 
authorization by law.  A hearing is scheduled on January 25, 2010, at 1:30pm before the 
Appropriations Committee.  Johnson strongly suggested the board send a representative to testify 
or, at minimum, send a letter of support for the bill.  Lindsley-Griffin agreed to write up a letter and 
Link will present it to the Committer at the hearing. 

   Johnson tendered her notice of cancellation of her contract as the board’s legislative aid. 
 2  Geologist Items 
  a ASBOG COE Workshop and Annual Meeting Report – None given 
  b ABOG COE/TAS Workshop, Raleigh, NC, April 8-10, 2010 – Anderson will attend the TAS and 

possibly the COE .  The board approved two members to attend the COE. 
 

 Action: Motion by Correll, second by Svingen to approve Anderson to attend the TAS Workshop, April 10, 
2010, and two members to attend the COE Workshop in Raleigh, NC, April 8-9, 2010. Voting Yes: 
Correll, Grimm, Martin, Anderson, Svingen, Link, Shroder. Voting No: None. 

 

Adjournment:  Motion by Martin, seconded by Correll to adjourn the meeting at 3:17pm 
 

The next Board of Geologist board meeting will be held on April 22, 2010, at 1:00pm at 215 Centennial Mall 
South, Lincoln, Nebraska on the Fifth floor, in the large conference room. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________  ______________________________ 
Board Member Signature      Date 


