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is a basic, bedrock notion that should be  obvious  
to  everyone   who   wants  to succeed as a 
geologist. It’s important not to just fulfill the basics.  
Consider taking your professionalism to another 
level. You can do this by attending a conference or 
workshop or taking a class at your local college or 
university to increase your knowledge in your 
specialty or in another area you are not as familiar 
with.  If you live in a part of the country where that 
is not feasible, check out online listings offered by 
many institutions. Some government agencies 
offer various curricula free of charge.  Join a 
professional organization.  Better yet, volunteer for 
duty on a committee associated with your favorite 
organization.  This often involves a lot of work, but 
it is a great way to network with other 
professionals, learn more about the function of 
such groups, and to make friends as well!   
 
A second strategy for helping forward the basic 
goals of the Act are to become and stay familiar 
with the requirements for practice in Nebraska.  
You’ve already gotten your license in the state, but 
do you know what is required for licensure, why it’s 
required, and what can happen if someone is 
practicing without a license?  This is not a plea for 
you to become a “geology cop,” but our licensees 
are, in many cases, the Board’s “eyes and ears” in 
the field.  We’re a small Board, staffed by 
volunteer members and a part-time employee, so 
the Board can’t feasibly be everywhere in the state 
all the time.  In your daily practice, you can help 
advance the goal of public protection by reminding 
other professionals of the requirement for 
licensure in Nebraska, offering what information 
you can, and by encouraging them to contact the 
Board for assistance. 
 

A third way to support the basic premise of 
professional practice in Nebraska is to get to know  

and  work  with  your   Board.   Consider  attending  
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 Message from the Board Chairman 
By Dick Ehrman 

 

In a past newsletter (Has it really been a year 
already?), I wrote about the importance of 
promoting geology among practicing professionals 
as well as (and perhaps especially) among non-
geologists.  This latest version of the NEBOG 
News will provide you with several useful updates 
about what your Board is doing to respond to 
legislative issues and implement some of the legal 
trappings necessary for functioning as a state 
agency.  In all the day-to-day details of establishing 
and maintaining the Board, it’s easy to lose track of 
the overall point of having a Board and 
professional registration in Nebraska—that is, “to 
safeguard life, health, and property and to protect 
the public welfare through the regulation of the 
profession of geology,” as stated in the Geologists 
Regulation Act.  Your Board is working hard to 
advance this idea, and I want to encourage you to 
“get in the game” as well.  But how can you help to 
fulfill this basic premise? 
 
One obvious way is to maintain your professional 
status by keeping your registrations, licensures, 
and  other  certificates  current   and  in force.  This 
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(continued from page 1) 

a quarterly  Board  meeting.   They are  open  to the public.  
Contact any of the Board members with your ideas, comments, or 
questions.  It makes it easier for the Board to function effectively. 
You can be assured we are working for geologists in our State 
when we have regular contact with the people we are 
representing.   
 
All of these ideas can help fulfill the concepts represented in the 
Geologists Regulation Act.  Remember, laws and regulations only 
work if they have the support and cooperation of the people who 
are affected.  Step up to the plate, and do whatever you can to 
help! 
 
 

BOARD SEEKS NEW MEMBER 
 
The Nebraska Board of Geologists is currently searching for a 
Nebraska Geologist to fill a vacancy on the Board that will occur 
February 28, 2006.  
 
The Nebraska Board of Geologists is responsible for 
implementing the enabling legislation that provides for licensing 
professional geologists who practice within the State of Nebraska.  
 
Membership requirements include: 

 Must be a citizen of the United States and a resident of 
Nebraska for at least one year immediately preceding 
appointment  

 
 Engaged in active practice of geology for at least 10 years 

 
 Had responsible charge of geological work for at least five 
years at the time of appointment 

 
 Licensed in geology 

 
If you are interested in submitting an application, please go to 
www.geology.state.ne.us/board/nbg.htm for a link to the job 
description and an application form. 
 
 
 
Twenty-eight states now register/license geologists. All require 
registrants to pass examinations on the fundamentals and 
practice of geology, similar to the examination requirements for 
many other licensed professions---engineering, law, and 
medicine. 
 

 www.asbog.org/Licensure.htm 
 
 

 
Nebraska Legislature Passes LB544, Affects 

Geologists Regulation Act 
By David Becker 

 
During the 2005 Nebraska Legislative session, Senator Schrock 
introduced LB 544.  This bill was intended to strike a portion of 
the Geologists Regulation Act related to the need for public 
officials to verify that accepted plans, specifications, reports, etc. 
were prepared by registered geologists.  The League of 
Municipalities had sought such a change out of concern, rightly or 
wrongly, that this provision burdened them with potential liability.  
A similar change to the parallel language in the Engineers and 
Architects registration statute had been sought and obtained the 
previous year by the same group.   
 

The Board of Geologists assessed the situation and determined 
that, though such a change was undesirable and not, in our 
opinion, in the interest of public safety, the Board would not 
aggressively seek to stop the bill.  The Board did provide 
testimony summarizing our concerns to a Legislative committee 
considering the bill.  The fact that the better established 
Engineers and Architects Board was not able to prevent passage 
of a similar bill suggested to our Board that “resistance is futile.”  
An opportunity was taken to start a promising dialogue with 
Senator Schrock regarding our concerns with removing another 
significant unwanted exemption that had been placed on our 
statute shortly after its passage in 1998. 
 

LB 544 passed and was signed by the Governor on March 28, 
2005.  The impact on the Board’s ability to provide appropriate 
enforcement of the Geologists Regulation Act is yet to be seen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smith Falls 
Smith Falls State Park in Nebraska 

 
Photo by Dr. Nan Lindsley-Griffin
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Overview of the Nebraska Geological Society 
By Marvin P. Carlson, President (mcarlson1@unl.edu) 

 
The Nebraska Geological Society (NGS) meeting will be held at 
the Lincoln Legionnaire Club.  Dinner price will be $2.75 including 
the tip.  Now, before you rush to sign up, this notice was for the 
March 1968 organizational meeting.  We do, however, continue to 
have regular dinner meetings (alternating between Lincoln and 
Omaha) although the price has undergone a slight increase.  Our 
original 87 charter member’s profiles were strongly academic and 
governmental.  There has been a significant increase in members 
from industry, particularly on the environmental side.  Our 
membership year begins at the September meeting.  Bylaws 
define active members as those with a degree in the Earth 
Sciences or membership in a recognized professional society. 
Active dues are $15, while dues for Associate Members and 
Students are $5. 
 

Currently the society’s mailing list is over 100 contacts, with 
approximately 50 members. Attendance ranges from 15 to 35.  
There is a minimum of four meetings a year and usually at least 
one one-day field trip.  In addition to business items, the meetings 
provide a program ranging from a technical project description or 
a profile of Nebraska geology to a presentation of general 
entertaining interest.  The offices of President, Vice President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and Member-at-Large are two-year terms.  
The NGS is an affiliated Society of the Mid-Continent Section of 
the American Association of Petroleum Geologists (AAPG) and 
as such, sponsors the Student AAPG Chapter at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln.  Grants are awarded to students for 
geoscience research related to Nebraska.  The Yatkola/Edwards 
awards were named for two UN-L graduate students killed in an 
auto accident in 1976 while doing field work.  These awards have 
been matched by the AAPG Section.  The awardees are asked to 
make a presentation at a Society meeting upon completion of 
their project.  Another Award is presented to the Best Student 
Presentation at the Nebraska Academy of Science Annual 
Meeting.  A recent project is sponsorship of a Geology Explorer 
Post in Omaha.  A similar Post is being considered for Lincoln.   
 

 Potential projects under consideration include: sponsoring a 
“Best Earth Science Teacher” Award, creating a process for 
awarding Continuing Education Units for Society participation, 
encouraging more society participation from greater Nebraska, 
developing workshops in support of professional improvement, 
and initiating a process for effective participation in the Evolution 
and Intelligent Design discussions.   
 
New members and new project ideas are always welcome. You 
may find the NGS website at http://maps.unomaha.edu/ngs. 
 

Terry Thonen Honored  
For Years of Service 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

and  formative years. Terry has been active on the Board since its 
founding in 1998, serving on various committees and providing 
leadership as Board Chairperson from April 2002 to 2004.   

 
Terry was a member of the Ad-Hoc Committee on Registration 
formed in 1993 by the Nebraska Geological Society (NGS) to 
consider advocating legislation regarding geologist registration.  
In late 1996, the Committee approached Senator Chris Beutler of 
Lincoln about sponsoring a bill specifically creating the Board of 
Geologists.  On April 1, 1998, the Nebraska Unicameral passed 
LB 1161 establishing the Geologists Regulation Act, which 
became effective January 1, 1999.  The difficult work of 
establishing the Board’s procedures and policies began.  In the 
first year alone, over 100 applications were processed. 
 
As an original member, Terry’s decision to not seek 
reappointment was a difficult one.  He stated that he had enjoyed 
his years of participation immensely and will miss being a part of 
the Board. 
 
Thanks again, Terry, for a job well done!   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Terry Thonen, former Board member of 
the Nebraska Board of Geologists, was 
recognized for his service on July 20, 
2005, at the quarterly Board meeting. 
Chairperson Richard Ehrman presented a 
plaque to Terry, thanking him for his 
contributions in the organization and 
function of the Board during its challenging

Sunset Over Silhouetted Hills of
Chadron State Park in Nebraska 

Photo by Dr. Nan Lindsley-Griffin 
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Meet Our Newest Board Member 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
an integral part in safeguarding both the natural resources of the 
State as well as protecting the health and well being of its 
residents.  Dennis stated, “I feel both privileged and honored to 
be part of the Board and am looking forward to serving the 
citizens of Nebraska with much enthusiasm.”   
 
Dennis obtained his Bachelor of Science degree in Geology at 
Bridgewater State College in Bridgewater, Massachusetts in 
1989.  Following graduation, he completed graduate coursework 
in Geology at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  He is currently 
looking forward to obtaining a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Nebraska-Omaha.   
 
Supervising a wide range of environmental consulting services,  
Dennis’s experiences include contaminate fate and transport 
modeling, environmental site assessments, environmental drilling, 
emergency response, spill prevention planning, and wastewater 
permitting throughout much of the United States. Dennis is a 
licensed/registered Geologist in Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, and 
Tennessee.  He holds drilling licenses in ten states.  An AIPG 
Certified Professional Geologist and an IHMM Certified 
Hazardous Materials Manager-Master Level, he also is a member 
of the Geological Society of America, the American Institute of 
Professional Geologists, the Nebraska Geological Society, the 
National Ground Water Association and the Institute of 
Hazardous Materials Management. 
 
Dennis and his wife, Michele, have two children; Caitlin, age 
thirteen and Carter, age nine.  The family shares their busy home 
with an active yellow lab named Casey.  Dennis enjoys almost all 
outdoor activities, including golf, hunting, fishing and riding his 
Harley.  When asked about his favorite pastime in “off” hours, 
Dennis simply states, “duck hunting…..all kinds and all types.”  
Recently, Dennis has developed a passion for attending 
NASCAR events and cheering on his favorite driver, Dale 
Earnhardt, Jr. 
 
Welcome to the Board, Dennis! 

 

Dennis J. Anderson was appointed to the 
Board on May 27, 2005.  He is currently 
Vice President of Environmental Services
at Thiele Geotech, Inc., in Omaha, 
Nebraska.  His diverse educational and 
consulting experience brings the Board a 
unique perspective of  the  role  of 
Professional  Geologists in Nebraska.  He
believes  Professional Geologists  play an 

 
Board Offers Geologist-Intern Enrollment 

 
In 2004, the Nebraska Board of Geologists pursued statutory 
authorization to provide for geologist-intern enrollment.  LB890 
was approved by the Governor and legislation became effective 
on January 1, 2005.   
 

The Board encourages newly graduated or soon to be graduated 
geologists to seek geologist-intern (GI) status.  An applicant must 
have successfully completed a minimum of 30 semester hours or 
45 quarter hours of course work in geology. A baccalaureate or 
advanced degree in geology or a geologic specialty must be 
achieved from a program approved by the Board.  As a general 
guideline, course work includes five of the following core courses 
or their equivalents:  1)  field  geology,         2)  physical   geology, 
3) mineralogy,  4) petrology/petrography,    5) structural geology,  
6) stratigraphy/sedimentology/soils, or 7) hydrogeology.   
Reference forms must be sent from two respondents familiar with 
the applicant’s character.  An official or certified transcript must be 
sent from the applicant’s educational institution(s). The 
application fee is $50.  After Board approval, the applicant can 
register to take the ASBOG® Fundamentals of Geology (FG) 
examination. Upon passing the FG examination, the applicant is 
enrolled as a geologist-Intern.  No enrollment fee or renewal fee 
is required for GI status. 
 

Once five years of progressively responsible work has been 
obtained, a revised application showing work experience and two 
reference forms from professional geologists familiar with the 
applicants work are all that is required to request approval for the 
ASBOG® Practice of Geology (PG) examination. No additional 
application fee is required. After the GI has passed the PG, the 
applicant can register as a Professional Geologist in Nebraska. 
 

Nebraska Geologist-Intern Enrollment 
 

Jesse T. Korus, Lincoln, NE; 4/20/05 
 

Richard L. Hahler, Wahoo, NE; 1/13/2005 
 

Christopher M. McCormick, Paxton, NE; 1/13/2005 
 

Lauren P. Tice, Omaha, NE; 1/13/2005 
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The Mountains Grow  
Unnoticed 

The mountains grow  
unnoticed, 

Their purple figures rise 
Without attempt, exhaustion,  

Assistance or applause. 
 

In the eternal faces  
The sun with broad delight 
Looks long – and last – and  

golden  
For fellowship at night. 

 
Emily Dickinson 

 

 

The Cycle 
Dark water, underground, 
Beneath the rock and clay,  
Beneath the roots of trees,  
Moved into common day,  

Rose from a mossy mound 
In mist that sun could seize. 

 
The fine rain coiled in a cloud  

Turned by revolving air 
Far from the colder source 

Where elements cohere 
Dense in the central stone. 

The air grew loose and loud. 
 

Then with diminished force,  
The full rain fell straight down, 
Tunneled with lapsing sound 

Under even the rock-shut  
ground, 

Under a river’s source, 
Under primeval stone. 

 
Theodore Roethke 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A Long Walk To K2: Second Highest Mountain In The World 
By Dr. John (Jack) Shroder, Education Member, NEBOG 

Department of Geography and Geology 
University of Nebraska at Omaha (UNOmaha) 

 
The International K2 Karakoram Himalaya Geoscience and Medical Expedition 2005, led by Jack 
Shroder and Michael Bishop from UNOmaha, was successful in taking 30 American, Belizean, British, 
Canadian, German, Korean, New Zealand, and Pakistani scientists and medical personnel up the Shigar 
and Braldu Rivers to Baltoro Glacier, Concordia, and K2 Base Camp.  K2 mountain, at 8611 meters or 
about 28,245 feet, is not quite as tall as Everest but it’s known as a real climber’s mountain because it is 
so tough to even get to its foot, much less its summit.  We didn’t summit; it was all we could do to just 
get to the base camp at around 17,000 feet.  
 
Notable for the geoscience focus on working out the landscape evolution of the highest mountains in the 
world, we discovered huge new landslides, measured new glacier depths and velocities, extracted 
primary weather data that controls the glacial/deglacial equation, did assessments of natural hazards, 
and gathered a great deal of new information.  At the same time, medics saved the lives of four porters 
and villagers who were in a very bad way indeed.  Our clinics not only enabled all of our personnel to 
make it through with flying good health, but we also brought a bit of good medicine to a people out at the 
thin edge, whose lives are all too often on the line just to get rich adventure trekkers and mountaineers 
into the Karakoram.  This experience enabled doctors from the University of Nebraska Medical Center, 
as well as some from across the USA, to obtain valuable experience in wilderness and hardship-post 
medicine that will come in handy as UNMC sets up future training clinics and other medical services in 
Kabul, Afghanistan, and Skardu, Pakistan. 
 
Trekking and science in the Karakoram Himalaya has never been easy and the threats of sectarian 
violence, Sunni against Shia, and Al Qaeda against Westerners and everybody else, added greatly to 
our uncertainty and unease.  Nonetheless, the Pakistani government and the trekking outfitter were 
exceptionally helpful and most desirous of our success.  Our hotel rooms had armed guards posted 
outside all night long.  The Pakistani tourist industry was destroyed by 9/11 too and they are struggling 
to overcome the terrorists so they don’t loose their own country.  They expended every effort to see that 
we had no trouble and, indeed, we met with no difficulties whatsoever from the local cultures.  Our only 
real troubles were with the more than 125 km of distance to walk and the altitudes above 4000 to 5000 
meters (13,000-17,000 feet).  The result was the success of our Himalayan diet plans once again – we 
all lost a lot of weight, in my case as much as 35 pounds, or four inch-wide notch holes on my belt.   
 
Back in the lowlands after our big expedition, we were treated to considerable Pakistani hospitality from 
Peshawar University and the Higher Education Commission (HEC) in Islamabad. They are eager to see 
the success of our proposed Indo-Pakistani Karakoram Workshop we will hold in Lahore, Pakistan next 
year.  This new project, funded by our National Science Foundation, as well as the office of US Naval 
Research Global, and the Lounsbery Foundation, is an idea from the US State Department for using 
science to promote peace in the Kashmir Crisis and the Siachen Glacier War.  A half-century of off-and-
on war in the Karakoram between the two nuclear powers might just be a bit more resolvable across the 
scientific lab bench, as it were, than over gunsights at 18,000 feet as it is now.  Scientific examination of 
geologic processes taking place at the rooftop of the world could not only ease tensions between these 
two bitter enemies but also advance science and benefit the people of South Asia.  Written up in 
SCIENCE magazine (vol. 309, 26 Aug 2005, p. 1309), our workshop idea has attracted some attention. 
 
In addition HEC expressed a desire to partner with the University of Nebraska in helping to upgrade 
higher education in Pakistan; a project that will be most instructive to develop further.  The government 
is pouring money into refurbishing education at all levels throughout Pakistan, partly to overcome the 
formerly out-of-control situation with the Islamic madrassa schools educating terrorists, and especially at 
the university level to keep up with the enormous educational development in nearby India and China.   
 
Home in Nebraska again, it certainly is good to get back to work at the university, and to participate in 
helping train new generations of geoscientists.  We have much to do in NEBOG this year to keep the 
practice of geology in our state functioning at the highest and most competent levels we can manage.  
After my arduous walk to K2, any little problems we may encounter in NEBOG will not seem quite as 
difficult by comparison!  
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Results of TASK Analysis 2005 
(Information as reported on the Extended Abstract by Test, Inc.) 

 
The National Association of State Boards of Geology (ASBOG®) 
conducts a task analysis survey of the profession of Geology 
every five years.  The 2005 survey identified the relative 
importance of the tasks performed by practicing geologists in the 
USA.  The Canadian Council of Professional Geoscientists 
(CCPG) was invited to participate in this study to evaluate the 
practice of geoscientists in Canada.   
 
The Task Analysis 2005 Questionnaire included 46 tasks 
distributed across eight content domains.  It also addressed 13 
ethical issues that geologists encounter in the practice of the 
profession, and incorporated questions about respondents’ 
background characteristics and practice demographics. 
 
ASBOG® and CCPG mailed the Task Analysis 2005 
Questionnaire during June and July of 2004.  The questionnaire 
was mailed to random samples of 200 licensed/registered 
geologists in each participating jurisdiction that had a total number 
of registrants greater than 200. It was mailed to all registrants in 
jurisdictions that had a total number less than 200.  A total of 
7,270 questionnaires were mailed, including 5,600 questionnaires 
to registrants in the USA and 1,670 registrants in Canada.   Five 
hundred  academicians  from the American Geological Institute 
Directory were also randomly selected to receive the 
questionnaire.  A total of 2,795 surveys were completed and 
returned in the USA.  Six hundred and eighty-seven 
questionnaires were completed in Canada.  Ninety-one 
questionnaires were completed by Academicians.   
 
Geologists and geoscientists indicated they were practicing 
throughout the USA and Canada.  All 50 states (including the 
District of Columbia and Guam) and all 13 provinces were 
designated as primary jurisdictions for geological/geoscience 
activities.  Within the USA, respondents practiced in an average of 
4.8 states over the past five years and were licensed or registered 
as a geologist in 2.4 states.  In Canada, geoscientists practiced in 
an average of 2.3 provinces and registered in 1.2 provinces. 
 
A vast majority of respondents in the USA indicated that their 
primary area of practice was in Hydrogeology and Environmental 
Chemistry.  By contrast, only 19% of Canadian geoscientists 
indicated this was their primary area of practice.  Thirty-seven 
percent of the Canadian geoscientists indicated their primary area 
of practice was in Economic Geology and Energy Resources 
compared to only nine percent of USA geologists. 
 
The Task Analysis 2005 results were implemented into the 
Fundamentals (FG) and Practical (PG) Examinations in October 
2005.  The FG Examination was structured around academic 
knowledge, with 130 items, and was administered in four hours.  

The PG Examination concentrates on the practical application of 
geological principles.  It consists of 100 items and was also  
administered in four hours. 
 
ASBOG® has conducted task analysis research studies in 1995, 
2000, and 2005.  The results from all three studies indicate that 
the practice of geology is exceptionally consistent throughout the 
USA.  This provides a sound basis for developing examinations 
that are fair to candidates from all regions of the country. 

 
A TRIBUTE TO ONE OF OUR OWN 

Nebraska Licensed Geologist since January 4, 2001 
 

R. Scott Sumsion 
R. Scott Sumsion passed away on January 16, 2005, in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, after collapsing from an aneurysm. 
 

Scott was born at Langley AFB, in Virginia on May 5, 1943.  He 
received a Bachelor of Arts in Geology in 1969 and a Master’s 
Degree in Paleontology in 1974 from San Jose State University in 
California.  During the Vietnam War, Scott served in the Army as a 
photo interpreter with the Department of Intelligence in 
Washington DC from 1971 until 1974. He received a Master’s 
Degree in Sedimentology from the University of Nebraska in 1982 
with a minor in Water Resource Planning and Management.   
 

In 1968, Scott married Barbara Greer, his wife of 37 years.  They 
moved to Lincoln, Nebraska, in December 1974 where Scott 
began his 30 year career with the Natural Resources and 
Conservation Service. In 1976, Scott began serving on reserve 
duty for Army Military Intelligence out of Washington DC and 
acquired the rank of Lt. Colonel. He had three children and nine 
grandchildren.   
 

Scott was an avid plastic airplane model builder and collector, 
having participated in displays at SAC and Nebraska Historical 
Museums.  He was a reference resource for many modelers of 
WWII airplanes.  He served on state, regional and local 
presidencies of the IPMS Model Society.   
 
With a unique ability to engage others in conversation, Scott had a 
contagious sense of humor and was an endless source of jokes. 
He will be greatly missed, not only as an accomplished geologist 
but also as a humanitarian. 
                  

Cliffs around Fort Robinson State Park in Nebraska 

Photo by Dr. Nan Lindsley-Griffin 
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How are ASBOG® exams put together? 
 

Any professor will tell you that there’s no such thing as a perfect 
exam. Although ASBOG® has a test bank of questions that have 
accumulated over the past decade, the test bank is continually 
being reevaluated and improved, and the questions on individual 
exams are carefully critiqued. This is done by the professional 
psychometricians in conjunction with the Council of Examiners 
(COEs), composed of a representative from each state board, 
plus Subject Matter Experts (SMEs). All of these volunteers are 
registered professional geologists. COEs and SMEs meet at 
workshops held twice a year, about a month after each national 
exam. Typically, some 15-20 experts will focus on each of the two 
exams, keeping in mind that the FG exam is testing the 
knowledge that a properly trained geologist with a baccalaureate 
degree would have, and the PG exam is testing the skills needed 
by the working professional after five years of experience.  

The SMEs begin by taking the most recent exam in their focus 
area (FG or PG). After an hour or two to read and answer the 
questions, they go down the list and item-by-item give their 
answer. If all the SMEs agree on the correct answer, that’s a good 
sign – the item is well written and clear. If the SMEs disagree on 
the correct answer, both the item and its key are subjected to 
intense scrutiny. Comments written by examinees on specific 
items are read to the group at this time and their concerns are 
addressed. If an item has two possible answers the group may 
decide to double-key it, or even to discard it from the exam. This 
is rare – but in such cases the exams are re-scored. No item that 
has performed poorly is ever returned to the test bank. If the 
SMEs feel that any item is vague, out of date, or inappropriate in 
the light of current professional practice, it will be revised or even 
discarded and replaced with one or more new items appropriate 
for that task.   The SMEs also review items selected for the next 
upcoming examinations. Items are selected randomly from each 
of the test bank categories by the psychometricians, in 
percentages based on the exam blueprints developed from the 
task analysis study. The SMEs read each item on their focus 
group’s draft exam critically for clarity, applicability, and 
correctness. Questionable items are revised or replaced before 
the new exam is finalized. SMEs are encouraged to bring new 
items to the workshop as well as to write additional items for 
future use. This can be a very humbling experience, because 
every new item (as well as every revision) must be approved by 
three other SMEs, each of whom is free to “improve” your original 
item. By the time your original write-up works its way around the 
table back to you, it may be unrecognizable – but it probably will 
be much better than you thought it was! 

ASBOG® and the Council of Examiners have strict guidelines concerning 
confidentiality, so please don’t ask your Nebraska COEs and SMEs for 
specifics about the exams. For examples of questions you might see on 
the exams, as well as other information, log on to the ASBOG® web site at 
http://www.asbog.org.  

 
 

THE ASBOG® Examinations 
By Dr. Nan Lindsley-Griffin 

(Approved for publication by ASBOG®) 
 

The ASBOG® (National Association of State Boards of Geology) 
examinations have become the national standard for evaluating 
professional competence for licensing or certification. Given 
twice annually (September or October and in March) on the 
same date and time in all ASBOG® member states, the exams 
consist of two parts: the Fundamentals of Geology (FG) and the 
Practice of Geology (PG). The FG exam is designed to assess 
knowledge attained during the completion of the baccalaureate 
degree in geology, and the PG exam is designed to evaluate 
skills and knowledge developed during the first five years of 
professional geological experience. Most states require 
applicants to have completed the baccalaureate degree or to be 
within a semester of completion before attempting the FG exam. 
In many states the PG exam is not open to applicants until they 
have completed five years of experience. Some states also 
require an additional state-specific exam. 
  
ASBOG® member states (as of October 1, 2005) include:  
Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, 
Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, New Hampshire, North Carolina, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, 
Virginia (optional registration), Washington, Wisconsin, and 
Wyoming.  

 
 
 

Renewal Information 

 

In October of 2005, renewal notices were sent to all licensees. 
Renewal licenses are valid for one year.  The renewal fee is 
due on or before December 31, 2005. Those who have not 
received a renewal notice or have an address change please 
notify the office by email at board@geology.ne.gov. 

Those who become licensed prior to December 31 of each year
will be sent a renewal notice. 

How to Renew a License 

• Complete and make any changes to the renewal 
form on or before December 31 and return with the 
$60 fee made payable to the: Nebraska Board of 
Geologists. 

• A renewal card with your expiration date and receipt 
will be sent after payment is received.  

• All renewal notices are sent out on an annual basis in 
October of each year. 

Penalty Information 
After 12/31/05, add $6.00 for any month or any part of a 
month, up to $60. After 4/1/07, a new application will be 
required. 
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Nebraska Board of Geologists 
ASBOG® Examinations 

 
Plans are in progress for the March 3, 2006, Nebraska ASBOG® 
Examination.   An application must be submitted and approved 
before registering for the exams.  Please remember all fees are 
non-refundable and not transferable.    

Arrangements can be made to take the Nebraska exam at 
another state Board's examination site (e.g. Wyoming), provided 
they are also an ASBOG® member.  If you require this option or 
would like more information please contact us by email at 
board@geology.ne.gov. 

 
2006/2007 ASBOG® Schedule 

 
Friday, March 3, 2006  Friday, March 2, 2007 
Friday, October 6, 2006  Friday, September 28, 2007 
 

ASBOG® Examination Fees 
 

Fundamentals (FG)  $150 
Practice (PG)  $150 
Both FG & PG  $300 

 
Nebraska Board Reservation Fee 

 
*For one or both tests $ 35 

 
* The reservation fee covers the proctor and other administering costs of   

the exam(s). 
 

Beginning in 2006, applicants will be required to mail examination 
fees directly to ASBOG®.  The Nebraska Board will mail the 
“Candidate Request Form” (Page 9) to approved applicants so 
they can submit it to ASBOG® with the appropriate examination 
fees.  A copy of the form with a check for the Reservation Fee of 
$35 will be required by the Nebraska Board. 
 
The Nebraska examination site is located in Conference Room C 
on the Lower Level of the State Office Building in Lincoln.  
Examination “site” information can be downloaded from the 
website at www.geology.state.ne.us/board/nbg.htm. 
 
All applications must be submitted to the Board by December 31, 
2005, to be reviewed at the January 5, 2006, Board meeting.  

Fee Schedule 
 

Licensing Fees 

Application Fee $50.00

Licensing Fee  
(Payable upon approval of application) $240.00

Other Fees 

Annual Renewal Fee $60.00

Expired Registration Penalty  
$6 fee per month, not to exceed $60  

Temporary Permit License Fee* $175.00

Emeritus Fee (Lifetime fee) $25.00

Certificate of Authorization  
for Organization (2 year period) $100.00

Examination Fees:  
Fundamentals (FG)  

Practice (PG) 
Both (FG & PG) 

Reservation Fee (For one or both tests)

$150.00
$150.00
$300.00

$35.00

Duplicate Certificate Fee $15.00

Licensee Listing  $25.00
 
*A Temporary license is good for one project only and for a period 
of one year.  If you do not have an active PG license in another 
state, you must apply for registration in Nebraska on our regular 
application form.  
 
FG &/or PG Examination Fees are payable to ASBOG.  The 
reservation fee is payable to the “Nebraska Board of Geologists. 
 

                 
           Links of Interest  
 

           
Employment Opportunities in Nebraska 

     
   http://www.lincolnjobs.com/nepersonnel2.html 

 
http://www.lcoc.com/relocation/employment.htm 

 
http://www.thingamajob.com/Browse-Jobs/states/Nebraska/0 

 
    http://csd.unl.edu/general/employment.asp 
 
    http://www.unl.edu/unlpub/index.shtml 
 
    http://hr.unl.edu/     
 

http://www.unomaha.edu/humanresources/employment.html 
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RECIPROCITY AND COMITY – DEFINED 
 

The Board spent a great deal of time discussing the issues of 
reciprocity and comity before coming up with our current policy 
[see below]. According to Webster’s New World Dictionary, 
reciprocity refers to equivalent or interchangable things; comity  
(in law) is the principle by which courts in one jurisdiction may 
accept decisions made under the laws and decisions of another 
jurisdiction. Although the concepts are similar, they are not quite 
the same, and even ASBOG® states have not been able to agree 
on a uniform application of reciprocity/comity. The main reason for 
the difficulty is that each state’s law (or province, territory) is 
slightly different than the others.  
 
The Geologists Registration Act (Nebraska Statutes 81-3501 to 
81-3541) lists four requirements for professional registration: 1) 
character; 2) B.S. degree in Geology; 3) 5 years of post-
baccalaureate experience working in geology; and 4) passing 
scores on examinations covering the Fundamentals of Geology 
and the Practice of Geology. Although the Act does not 
specifically define either reciprocity or comity, it does state that the 
first three criteria…     
 

“may be considered by the board to be fulfilled if the applicant      
maintains a current certificate of licensure to practice geology  
issued pursuant to the authority of any state or possession of 
the United States or the District of Columbia based on 
requirements that do not conflict with the Geologists 
Regulation Act and were of a standard not lower than that 
specified in the applicable licensure in effect in this state at the 
time the certification was issued.” 
 

In other words, we are authorized to offer reciprocity (but not 
comity) provided the applicant has been licensed elsewhere on 
the same basis as Nebraska registrants, AND HAS TAKEN THE 
ASBOG® EXAMS OR THEIR EQUIVALENT. 
 

 
 

RECIPROCITY POLICY 
 

The Board's position is that reciprocity will be granted if the 
applicant for reciprocity meets the following requirements 
listed below: 

To Apply for a PG License: 
1. Must have a current geologist registration or license in good 

standing in another state.  (Contact your local state board of 
registration and ask them to send a "verification of your 
registration" and good standing to the address below). 

2. Submit a completed application form with a $50.00 application 
fee to the Nebraska Board of Geologists. (Transcripts or letters 
of reference are not required at this time if in good standing). 

3. Must have passed the ASBOG® examinations Fundamentals of 
Geology and  Practice  of  Geology,  or  their equivalent.     (The 
Board  may  waive  the  requirement  for  passing  the  ASBOG®  

    examinations or equivalent, if the applicant has continuously 
held a geologist registration or licensure in good standing since 
December 31, 1991.  Such applicants may be asked to submit 
additional material, including transcript or letters of reference.) 
 

4. Meet  the   Nebraska   statutory   education   requirement: 
Have  “...a minimum of thirty semester hours or forty-five 
quarter hours of course work in geology and have received a 
baccalaureate or advanced degree in geology or a geologic 
specialty....” 

5. Meet the Nebraska statutory requirements for experience:   
“...a documented record of a minimum of five years of 
progressive experience, obtained subsequent to completion of 
the education requirements, in geologic work of a grade and 
character which indicates to the board that the applicant is 
qualified to assume responsible charge of such work upon 
licensure as a geologist.” 

 
An application packet and verification form may be downloaded 
from our website. www.geology.state.ne.us/board/app.htm. 
 

 
 

COMPLAINTS 
By Jim Cannia 

   
The Nebraska State Board of Geologists exists to protect the 
public health and safety of the people of Nebraska. This citation 
from the law outlines the responsibility of the board: 
 
81-3502. Geology; regulation; prohibited acts. In order to safeguard 
life, health, and property and to promote the public welfare, the profession 
of geology is declared to be subject to regulation in the public interest. It is 
unlawful for any person to (1) practice or offer to practice geology in this 
state, (2) use in connection with his or her name or otherwise assume the 
title professional geologist, or (3) advertise any title or description tending 
to convey the impression that he or she is a licensed geologist; unless the 
person is duly licensed or exempt from licensure under the Geologists 
Regulation Act. The practice of geology and use of the title geologist is a 
privilege granted by the state. 
 

 In the few years we have been active as a Board, several 
complaints have been investigated. Mainly, these complaints  
involve unlicensed individuals allegedly practicing without a 
license or advertising themselves as a geologist.  All cases 
brought before the board are investigated as quickly as time 
permits. As of this date, only one investigation has resulted in a 
warning letter to the offending party. 
 

Please take note that the board will act quickly to investigate all 
complaints presented.  As professional geologists, we all have a 
duty to be aware that people practicing outside the law are subject 
to having a complaint filed against them and possible action taken 
by the Board.  The Board is your vehicle to protect your 
profession.   Allowing people to violate the law weakens us all. 
 
A complaint form can be found on our website at 
www.geology.state.ne.us/board/complaint.pdf.   
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LICENSURE UPDATES 
December 7, 2004, through November 30, 2005  

 
Richard R. Allison, Loveland, CO; 5/4/2005 

Kevin G. Armstrong; Des Moines, IA; 5/2/2005 

Vincent E. Barlock; Evergreen, CO; 5/3/2005 

Clint P. Carney; Fort Collins, CO; 1/10/2005   

Christopher J. Courtney; Phoenix, AZ; 6/30/2005 

Brett A. Fishwild; Mission, KS; 1/3/2005 

Jeffery D. Gill; Topeka, KS; 7/20/2005 
Kirk A. Hood; Cheyenne, WY; 5/5/2005 

Randal T. Kenyon; Fort Collins, CO; 5/2/2005   

Robert M. Kick; Springfield, MO; 8/19/2005 
Kathleen Olson; Omaha, NE; 1/3/2005 

Steven M. Peterson; Holdrege, NE; 1/4/2005 
John A. Rohde; Centennial, CO; 8/18/2005 

Joseph M. Seracuse; Evergreen, CO; 5/2/2005  

Keith S. Thompson; Greeley, CO; 6/13/2005 

 

Congratulations to those that passed the  
 March 2005 & October 2005 ASBOG® Exams! 

 
Fundamentals of Geology Examination 

Karen M. Griffin, Lincoln, NE  
Stephen E. Jacobson, NE 
George L. V. Joyce, NE 

Jesse T. Korus, Lincoln, NE 
Michael M. Sonderman, Omaha, NE 

Leo J. Tegels, NE 
 

  Practice of Geology Examination 
Karen M. Griffin, Lincoln, NE 

Michael M. Sonderman, Omaha, NE 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note our new e-mail address! 
board@geology.ne.gov 

WHO SHOULD BE REGISTERED IN THE  
STATE OF NEBRASKA? 

 
THE GEOLOGISTS REGULATION ACT 

[81-3501 through 81-3541] 
 

Purpose: to safeguard life, health, and property and to promote 

the public welfare through the regulation of the profession of 

geology. 

Board of Geologists: established to oversee the registration and 

licensing of professional geologists for the state of Nebraska, and 

to enforce the Geologist Regulation Act. In general, if you are a 

geologist whose work is in areas affecting public health and 

safety, you should be registered. Examples include, but are not 

limited to, geologists working in environmental geology, 

engineering geology, and hydrogeology. 

A Geologist is a person who is qualified to practice geology by 

reason of special knowledge and use of the earth sciences and 

the principles of geology and geologic data collection and analysis 

acquired by geologic education and geologic experience.   

Geology means the science which includes treatment of the earth 

and its origin and history, in general: investigation of the earth's 

constituent rocks, soils, minerals, solids, fluids including 

underground waters, gases, and other materials; the study of the 

natural agents, forces, and processes which cause changes in the 

earth or on its surface; and the application of this knowledge of 

the earth. 

The Practice of Geology means "any service or creative work if 

the adequate performance of the service or work requires 

geologic education, training, and experience to include such 

services or creative work as geological consultation, investigation, 

planning, surveying, mapping, and inspection of geological work, 

and the responsible supervision thereof, the performance of which 

is related to public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health, 

property, and the environment and teaching, including research 

and service, of advanced geological subjects." [81-3515] 

 

Nebraska Licenses Not Renewed for 2005 
Paul L. Brookner, MN ■ Michael C. Moore, TX  

 Xiaodan Song, LA ■ Lisa A. Travaglin, KS 
T. Stewart Williford, NE ■ John J. Wyciskalla, IA 

 
Nebraska Licenses Lapsed on 4/1/2005 

William G. Alexander, CO ■ Edward M. Fenk, NY  
Ronald L. Grubbs, TX ■ Jason B. Hellman, NE  
Karen A. Phillips, CO ■ Kay L. Tauscher, CO 

 


